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By Carl Testa 

This piece uses the acceleration of the vibraphone’s motor as an aesthetic framework 
for the whole piece. The speed of the motor is notated as a graph below the 
conventional notation for the vibraphone. The bottom of the graph denotes the slowest 
motor speed and the top of the graph denotes the fastest speed. If there is no line that 
means to leave the motor at it’s current speed. After an extended notated section, the 
vibraphone plays a solo melody and the cello and bass gradually enter the texture. The 
trio then moves into a collective contextual improvisation using the content of the piece 
as material for improvisation. The piece ends with a read through of the final notated 
material cued in by the vibraphonist.
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Contextual Improvisation using bow scrapes, percussive hits, gradients

improvise motor speed with constant movement with one hand



motor on fastest setting

Join cello and bass in extended contextual improvisation




